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TAGS: MASS LY UK 

SUBJECT: BRITISH TANK TRANSPORTERS FOR LIBYA 

REF: STATE 230316 

1 . ACCORDING TO TOMKYS AT FCO, HMG HAS CONFIRMED 
TO (UNNAMED) FIRM OR FIRMS A DECISION TAKEN BY 
HMG TWO YEARS AQO TO PERMIT SALE OF TANK TRANS- 
PORTERS. NUMBER INVOLVED IS OF THE ORDER OF 

200, "CERTAINLY NO MORE." TOMKYS EMPHASIZED NO 
NEW DECISION HAS BEEN TAKEN; RATHER AN OLD 
DECISION HAS BEEN "CONFIRMED." THE FIRMS HAVE 
ALSO BEEN INFORMED THAT "THEY SHOULD NOT SUPPOSE" 

A NEW REQUEST WOULD NECESSARILY BE VIEWED WITH 
FAVOR. 

2. AS INSTRUCTED, EMBOFF RESPONDED THAT WE HAD 
UNDERSTOOD HMG WOULD PERMIT SALE OF ONLY "MODEST" 

NUMBER OF VEHICLES. TOMKYS DID NOT RECALL USING 
THIS ADJECTIVE IN TALK WITH BISHOP. HE MOST 
CERTAINLY DID NOT INTEND TO MISLEAD US, AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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VAGUELY REMEMBERS MENTIONING "LIMITED" NUMBER 
(HE HAS NO NOTES FROM MEETING). HE DOES NOT 
RECALL IF HE ACTUALLY KNEW THE NUMBERS INVOLVED 
WHEN HE TALKED TO BISHOP. ALTERNATIVELY, HE MAY 
HAVE MEANT TO CONVEY THAT CURRENT SALE (ON ORDER 
OF 200) IS CONSIDERABLY LESS THAN ORIGINAL REQUEST 
TWO YEARS AGO. IN ANY CASE, HE REGRETS ANY 
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MISUNDERSTANDING. 

3. EMBOFF EXPLAINED THAT SHE WAS UNDER INSTRUCTIONS 
TO TELL FCO THAT USG, IF QUERIED BY CONGRESS OR 
PRESS. WOULD REGRET PUBLICLY HMG'S ACTION. 

TOMKYS REPLIED HE UNDERSTOOD BUT HOPED OUR 
RESPONSES TO QUERIES WOULD BE LOW KEY. EMBOFF 
REVIEWED DEPARTMENT'S CONCERNS AT TIME OF OSHKOSH 
SALE, BUT TOMKYS WAS UNPERSUADED. IF UK DOES NOT 
MAKE SALE, OTHERS ("ITALIANS") WILL, HE OBSERVED. 

4. COMMENT: "DECISION" OR "CONFIRMATION" HAS 
CLEARLY BEEN MADE. TOMKYS, WHO IS JUST BACK FROM 
VACATION, WAS NOT SURE IF ACTUAL DELIVERIES HAD 
BEGUN; HE THOUGHT THEY HAD NOT. END COMMENT 
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